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Who speaks ‘and acts for thls
country abroad — the State De-
partment or the Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIAY? When infor-
mation is distributed overseas, is it
truthfn}?

The questions are raised hy the|
disclosure last spring of the CIA’s}®

covert propaganda operation
ahroad and Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger's comments last
wveek about that operation.
- Kissinger was questioned about the
jssue during his appearance at the
annual meeting of the National
Conference of Edjtorial erters
Here is the exchange: ..

Question: The Church committee
reported that the U.S., has an
extensive covert propaganda
operation abroad. This involves
having hundreds of foreign journal-
ists op the US. payroll and the
planting of false and nisleading in-
formation, some of which unavoid-
ably is picked up and published in
this country.... Would you tell us
why you think such covert propa-
ganda activity is desirable and
“whether you would consider havmg
it discontinued?

Kissinger: Well, I dont helieve
that putting” misleading informa-
'tzon out as news is ever justifiable.

'The problem arises that in many

r:u'ts of the world, the media are
-lominated by or heavily influenced
by foreign powers that are hostile
ko us, and where some attempt is
made to get our point of view
across. But I would not accept this
%3 saying that it is ever justified to
out out misleading information. I
wwould think that any information
:hat is placed through any
American governmental organiza-
-ion should be such that jt could be
>ublished here without mmleadmg
.na Americanpublic.
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" Quession: S0 you dxsagree wﬂh
zi‘:e practice? ..
o Kissinger; I dssagree with the
pmct:ce o p!a(.mg misleading in-
for mation into foreign newspapers.
& Question: Do you have the power
to order that [stopped)? :
Kissingew: I am not sure T have.
If it was done in the past 1 doubt
‘yery senously that itis bemg done
}Dday
i Kzssmgers denuncxatlon of tha
'vse of phony. stories is welcome,
'but the doubis he expressed that

“the pracuce is continuing are

vague and not reassuring A

spokxesman for the Senate Intellj-
gence Committee noted that a
secretary of state cannot publicly
acknowledge that his country is
planting false stories in another
country’s newspapers,

The CIA refuses to describe its
covert propaganda activities, A
spokesman for the agency said that
if the agency admitted or denied
that it distributed phony stories
abroad it would violate the law
against disclosing intelligence
“soyrces and methods.”

Americans thus are confronted
with the spectacle of a secretary of

state denouncing a practice

bearing on foreign policy that in all
probability is being engaged in
abroad by another agency of goy-
ernment,

The Church Committee’s report
on covert propaganda was heavily
edited by the CIA, bnt even so the
conclusion §s unmistakable from
the report that the CIA’s tacties
include the planting of false and
misleading information._The report

-emphasizes that there is no way to

prevent such misinformation from
being picked up and reprinted in
this conntry. There is no reason to
believe that the CIA has ajtered the
pature of its covert propaganda ac-
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in detail with the CIA’s use of the
media was prepared by the Charch
Committee but never released to
the public. This document has been
filed with the Senate and is
iavailable only to senators. The
report is believed to contain a lot of

- Iment to provide assurance that it is
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A supplementary repnrt dealing

jnformation about the ways the
CIA has mampulated the media
:[nd public opinion.

Americans have a right to lmow
prhether their government is
pngaged in pollufing the foreign
amd 1.8, news med\a Kissinger’s
statement that it is never justified
to put ont mtsleddmg information
makes it incumbent op the govern-

not being done. A good place to
start in giving Americans the facts
is to ynake public the secret Churchi
Committee report on the CIA's,
covert propaganda aatlv;gian
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